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absence of God from the human soul, and that all religions seemed to him to be imperfect manifestations of the true Christianity."
I remember too his reading with admiration this passage from Maurice's Friendship of Books. " If I do not give you extracts from any of Milton's specially controversial writings, it is not that I wish to pass them over because the conclusions in them are often directly opposed to mine, for I think that I have learnt most from those that are so."
Oct. ^th. " To-day," my mother says, " A. took a volume of the Morte & Arthur and read a noble passage about the battle with the Romans. He went to meet Mr and Mrs Roebuck at dinner at Swainston: and the comet was grand, with Arcturus shining brightly over the nucleus. At dinner he said he must leave the table to look at it and they all followed. They saw Arcturus seemingly dance as if madl when it passed out of the comet's tail. He said of the comet's tail, ' It is like a besom of destruction sweeping the sky.' " When he returned next night he " observed the comet from his platform2, and, when he came down to tea, read some Paradise Lost?
Oct. i >]th. He read aloud " The Rape of the Lock," and noted the marvellous skill of many of the couplets.
November. My father writes: " I have just seen Ruskin: he says that the Signer's (G. F. Watts') portrait of me is the grandest thing he has seen in that line, but so he said of (Woolner's) bust3."
During these last months of the year he was full of the Queen's wise proclamation to India after the transference of the government from the Company to the
1 Alluded to in "Harold."
2 The platform on the top of the house was a favourite place with him at night, and there he continually observed the stars.
8 Now in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge.